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Brussels, June 23, 2011

National Reform Programmes fare poorly in social inclusion objective

On June 24, the EU Heads of States and Governments will get together to adopt country-
specific recommendations for the member states’ National Reform Programme 2011. Mental
Health Europe (MHE) and its National Focal Points! have conducted an analysis of the National
Reform Programmes, focusing on whether they met social inclusion requirements. The results
were overwhelmingly disappointing.

The assessment conducted by Mental Health Europe and its members revealed that countries failed
to involve civil society in their decision-making, as only a few EU member states had a transparent
consultation process open for representatives from Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs).
Moreover, social inclusion policies targeted at disadvantaged groups such as people with mental
health problems were rudimentary in most National Reform Programmes.

Therefore, Mental Health Europe urges the European and national leaders to grant equal footing to
social inclusion and cohesion in EU policies. MHE also calls on the European Council to insist in the
country recommendations that EU Member States ensure a better involvement of civil society
representatives such as social NGOs in the National Reform Programmes, and to put more emphasis
on the social objectives of the Europe 2020 Strategy.

Background

After the EU 2020 Strategy for Smart, Sustainable and Inclusive Growth was launched in 2010, new
reporting mechanisms for EU member states were developed. The reporting on social issues, for
which the EU countries previously wrote National Strategy Reports on Social Protection and Social
Inclusion on a biannual basis, is now incorporated in the broader annual National Reform
Programmes, written annually. According to Integrated Guideline? Number 10 of the Economic and
Employment Guidelines, submitted by the European Commission to the member states, the
promotion of social inclusion and combating poverty should be incorporated into the National
Reform Programmes. Furthermore, according to the EU Integrated Guidelines, civil society should be
involved in the elaboration of the National Reform Programmes.

For more information, please contact Mental Health Europe, at info@mbhe-sme.org or
+32 2280 04 68

To read MHE' sfull analysis on the National Reform Programmes 2011: http://www.mhe -
sme.org/en/publications/mhe-position-papers.html

! National Focal Points are intermediaries between Mental Health Europe and the national level and
provide country-specific expertise to MHE for actions and consultations and disseminate relevant
information from the EU level within their countries.

2 Europe 2020 Integrated Guidelines for the economic and employment policies of the Member States
http://ec.europa.eu/eu2020/pdf/Brochure%?20Integrated%20Guidelines.pdf
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About Mental Health Europe

Mental Health Europe (MHE) is an organisation committed to the promotion of positive mental health, the prevention of
mental distress, the improvement of care, advocacy for social inclusion and the protection of human rights for people with
mental health problems, their families and carers. MHE vision is of a Europe where mental health and well-being is given
high priority in the political spectrum and on the European health and social agenda, where people with mental health
problems live as full citizens with access to appropriate services and support when needed, and where meaningful
participation is guaranteed at all levels of decisionr-ma ki ng and administration. MHE &
respect, equal opportunities, freedom of choice, anti-discrimination, social inclusion, democracy and participation.
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